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COAST ARTILLERY
ROAMED FAR AWAY
FROM HOME FORTS

“Helvies” Developed Sur-
prising Mobility Once
Plunked Onto Front

GYPSY OUTFITS TO THE LAST

155’s Crews Didn’t Belong Any-
where, but Delivered Plenty of
Prepaid Freight to Boche

Of all the traditions that were blasted
into the air by the great war, none was
huried further afield than that of the Coast
Artiltery. The immobile quality of heavy
artillery is no more, and the c¢rossed guns
and sheil that once spoke of the calm of
green-lawned fortresses was not an un-
common sight among the 75's with the
once stationary cannon trudging along,
horse-draswn, motarized. or on a hastily-
constructed rallway track, a kilometer or
80 behind the Infantry.

In fact, the Americans who had once
manned guns that looked across sodded
parapets into the peaceful ocean were so
mobile that when they reached France
their units bore such names as “tramp
artillery” and “'Gypsy brigade.’”

The Railroad Artillery Reserve handled
guns of lTem, 24em, 240cm, 320cm, 500cm
of French make and l4-inch U.8. Naval
guns, five batteries of which were in opera-
tionn when the armistice was signedt

It was the good fortupe of two inde-
pendently acting battalions of the 44th
Regiment, C.A.C., to have a share in the
famous ‘“elastic defense” of the French
Fourth Army In the Champagne. These
two battalions moved into old French posi-
tions below the Marne, near Chalons, in
July. On the 15th the Germans, who ex-
pected to pound General Gouraud's army
to pieces and who had every gun em-
placement plotted. tore up the soil and
puiverized the nnrrow-gauge railroad be-
side the big eight-inch Howitzers.

Hot Surprise for Germans

But at 12:30 on July 15 the Awmerican-
manned heavies were pounding the Ger-
man front lines. An hour later the Ger-
mans had struggled forward only to find
the French first line with nothing In it but
bursting shell, They met the same re-
sponse in the Fremeh sccond and third
lines. At 7 the runge was lengthened
again to reach the original ¢nemy lines,
and the Germans, who, by that time, had
fully expected to reach Chalons, were

" dodging the IL.E. back where they started
from. That day the heavies had given
them 200 tous of projectiles.

This same unit participated in the fa-
mous French thiast five ktloincters east of
Reims and then joined the First American
Army The 44th took 2 hand in the St
Mihiel drive und then woent into positions
neay Thiaucourt, Here they finally became
a part of the Recond Army, and there their
days of vagahondage eunded.

The 66th Artillery Brigade, equipped with
the split-railed 135-centimeter G.P.E. rifles,
has an equally interesting story that is a
far cry fiom harbor-defense days. The
146th and 148th Regiments, the only units
of the {lst Division that were not secat-
tered to the winds like all replacements,
saw their flrst action at Chateau-Thierry
on July 11. The outfit was wiotorized and,
by a clever systemt which moved one piece
forward al a time, steady fire was main-
tained as the doughboys chased back the
Boche,

In St, Mihiel and the Argonne

When the lumbering giuntz had pushed
up as far as Fismis the lmi e was or-
dered to join the all-Amerfenr push at St
Mihiel, where the long-nose?! devils lent
their thunder to the Yanhee chinrus of vice
tory. DBut, despite tha t that this wan-
dering unit was now a part of the First

American Army, it still belonged to no
division, and to the end, unsung in the
records of uny divisional history, it re-

mained the Gypsy Brigade.

Through the terrific days in the Argonne,
advancing over roads thul no longer ex-
isted, save on ante-1914 maps, and toward
the end at the mercy of the German
heavies that made every moment hell for
the gun crews, the bhig 155°s pushed
through Fort Marre, Chatlincourt, Malin-
ecourt, Montfaucon, Culsy, Bantheville,
Alncreville, Montigny and Dun-sur-Meuse
to Stenay. Here the armistice found
them, and now—transferred again--they
ure helping the Third Army keep the
watch on the Rhine. Like everyone else,
they are hoping that the watch will soon
run down and stop, and “Cannoneers,
post!” will be a forgotten legend.

ADD CAT-EATERS T0
M.P.’S TRIBULATIONS

What? Do Yanks Devour
’Em? Well, Sophie Says
They Did, But—

Chinese, we are more or less reliably in-
formed, eat rats; but do American soldiers
eat cats? Does the Yank doughhoy smack
his lips in anticipation of a pleasant tithit
when he sees an appetizing feline strolling
unsuspectingly along? Does he crave the
succulent Angora, topping off with a des-
sert of juicy Manx?

‘Whatever the facts may be, Sophie Guil-
lame thought 8o, and her convictions in
this respect kept the detectives of the 29th
M.P. Company sleuthing around on the
trail of tabby for days, besides cauging a
deal of suspicion to he cast upon the noto-
rious messhounds of the entire 20th Divi-
sion. Only--the cat came back.

But before she came back the following
correspondence passed hetween Sophie and
the C.0. of the 29th Division—through
channels:

Statement of Sophie Cuillame-—I had a
beautiful cat which I loved very much. It
was very beautiful. I needed it. It was
filled with mice and rats, Besides that she
was my companion. I loved him very
much, because he was very beautitul.

An American soldier said in that house
Theveny that they had eaten a cat on
Christmas day. I had not seen him for
16 days. He never stayed out more than
& week before. I therefore ask for an in-
demnity of Fes, 20.00 for my cat. It was
& beautiful beast,

(Signed) Sopuie GUILLAME,
Place du Marché.
From: C.0., 2%th Military Police Com-

pany.

To: Commanding General, 25th Divi-
sfon,

Subject: Alleged eating of cat,

. On January 7, 1919, Mme. Guillame
reported that American soldiers had killed
and eaten her caet for their Christmas din-

ner.
1. Upon Investigation, the following
facts were aseertained:
{a) Cat was missing on January 7.
{b) Statement of Mme. Guillame altached.
{c) Statement of Mme. Lucy Theveny
and her mother that Mme. Guillame was

“queer” and that they advised paying no

attention to her, .

(d) Gendarme officially reported this
morning (January 14, 1919) that the cat
came back.

ill. In view of above, case has been
closed.

(Bigned) CapTaIN,

4 Police Company.

Continued from Page 1

he still had plenty of artiliery and machine
guns. and might be expected to resist
strongly for the sake of protecting the ap-
proaches to the city of Brussels, which lay
aimost directly east at a distance of about
80 kilometers,

An artillery preparstion of only five min-
utes preceded the attack on the morning
of October 31, and the enemy responded
immediately with & heavy counter-prep-
aration in which he used many arsene gus
shells which were, pecullarly effective be-
cause that morning the wind chanced to
be from the east, and the gas was carried
as far back as division headquarters st
Denterghom, four kilometers northwest of
Olsene. However, the Infantry started
over at 5:30 with a rolling barrage shead,
and, in spite of the heavy shelling, es-
pecially on the roads, progressed rapidly,
reaching its first objective, practicaily
hall-way to Cruyshautem, by £:15 a.m.
Prisoners, however, taken as early as 7:35,

declared that the greatest opposition
would be encountered at the crest of the
ridge.

The 12th Division, on the left, was al-
ready held up by machine gun fire from
the considerable woodlands in its front,
but, though it did not carry those wood-
iands until 2 p.m., the 37th Division, after
a brief pause on {is first objective, went
ahead again at §:30 toward the crest of
the ridge.

The German artillery fire was very de-
structive on Olsene, where a number of
Beigian civillans were killed or wounded,
but, aside from the inconvenience caused
by the frequent cutting of the forward
{viephone communications. it did not have
much effect on the Infantry advance nor
stop traffic on the well-paved roads, where
the American ambulances were able to
give prompt dttention to the wounded.
Having approached close to the top of
the ridge, the Infantry haited between 10
and 11 o'clock while the Artillery shelle‘d
the remainder of the sloping ground in
front. Upon resuming the advance, the
145th Infantry reached the crest first,
early in the afternoon, the 148th being held
back on the left partly because of resist-
ance and partly because the 12th Division
was not up on the line. At about 3 p.m.
a united attack was ordered to ciear the
level top of the ridge so that con\mand
could be secured over Cruyshautem village
and the valley in which it les. This re-
sult had been substantially accomplished
in the center by about 5 pam.. when the
troops were ordered to halt and intrench
for the night on the line occupicd, »l-
though both flanks were still sharply re-
fused for Haison with the adjoining di-
visions, Fleven German officers and 308
enlisted men had been captured during the
day's operations.

Five Hun Divisions In

HOW YANKS AND POILUS HELPED ROUT HUN OUT OF FLANDERS
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slope like Cruyshautem ridge to climb, it
had an ohstacle quite as difficult in the
sparsely wooded knoll known as Spitaals
Bosschen, which, about 1,500 meters in
diameter, extended across the center of
the scctor with its western edge not over
500 meters heyond the American jumping-
line. East of Spitaals Bosschen =
series of gentle ridges, surfaced with well-
tilled flelds and dotted by numerous farms,
hamlets and villages, descend gradually to-
ward the Scheldt with the ancient roofs of
Audenarde massed picturesquely on its
nearer shore, The firat objective of the
f1st Division was along the heights of
Rtuivenberghe, just bevond Spitaals Ross-

The division was disposed for attack by

streets of Cruyshautem, and 26 minu

fater Wanneghem-Lode was occupied. Tie
forward movement was so rapid that it
v difficutt  for higher commanders (o
know where their front lines were, es-
preinily  as  the reconnoitering  airplanes
conld not discover the white ¢loth panels
spread out by the Infantry to indicate thenr
PO ons  because so wmany  enthusiastic
Belgian  inhabitants were waving hand-

kerchiefs. 8y 11 o'clock, however, ths line
reported by refugees to be within a
Kitometer of the Scheidt, and by 6 p.n.
bhoth advance regiments were firmly es-
tablished on the west bank, the 148tk
nolding  the village of Heurne and the
Hith the village of Eyne, farther south,
ving advanced about eight kilometers
sinee morning.

Orders were now received from General
Penct, commanding the Thirtieth Corps,
to push detachments across the riv and
the artillery of the 132nd Frenoh Division
was directed to assist the advance by
sending light batteries close behind the in-
fantry, with heavy balteries supporting
the attack from positions further back
The enemy was stiflly holding the hills
about a kilometer east of the river, while
artillery was sweeping the marshy grounsd
it he valiey, the steep bluwff at Eyne and
Heurne. and the railroad embankment of
the Ghent-Audenarde railway al its base.
The attempt to cross at Heurne resulted
in a hard struggle. By 8:23 in the morn-
ing small detachments of the 148th in-
fantry forced their way over on bhridges
improvised from fallen trees and the wreck-
age of housés in the town and two hours
later about 860 men were over,

But the violent fire of the German ar-
tillery, with both high explosives and gas
shells, had practically destroyed Heurne,
and movement was almost impossible on
the exposed bluff west of the river, The
artiliery fire of the 128th French and the
91st U.S, Divisions was directed to cover-
ing the right flank of the troops beyond
the river, but the intention of throwing a
pontoon bridge at Heurne was abandoned,
owing to the intense fire at that point, and
the brigge materigl was shifted to Eyne,
where a bridge was gotten across about
6 p.m., after darkness had fallen. Mean-
time, late in the afterncon, about 50 men
of the 1i5th Infantry had made thelr way
over on the temporary bridge of the 148th
Infantry, and during the night the 2nd and
3rd Battalions of the latter regiment also
re 4. a second pontoon bridge having
neen completed, while about midright one
other batialion of the 145th got over on a
foot bridge just finished by the Engineers.

While the Push Went On

Though the enemy continued to concen-
trate the most strenuous opposition, by
means of artillery and machine guns,
aguingt the forces debouching across the
Scheldt, and though he employed as many
as ten airplanes at a time machine gun-
ning the bridges, the passage continued
steadily. A regiment of the 91st Division,
which was now held up before the city of
Audenarde, was authorized to cross on the
foot bridge at Eyne for the purpose of
making a flank attack on the enemy’'s
position on the heights east of the river
from Audenarde, but the regiment eventu-
ally failed to utilize the crossing. Two
companles of Infantry and one of Machine
Guns from the 12th French Division, how-
ever, went over early in the morning of
November 2. During that day the French
supporting Artillery waged a continucus
hattle with that of the Germans, at times
greatly reducing the fire of the latter and
enabling more Infamtry to cross, so that
hy 6 p.m., nine and a half Infantry and
four Machine Gun companies of the 37th
Division and four Infantry and two Ma-
chine Gun companies of the 12th French
Division were over and securely bolding
the line.

At this hour the passage of the Scheldt
in the sector of the 37th Division was, in
fact, secured, but the two battles and the
intervening rapid pursuit had been very
exhausting. The mission of the diviaion
having been handsomely accomplished, ity
rellef by the 12th French Division was or-
dered by the Thirtieth Corps, the rellef to
be effected during November 3 and 4.

The crossing had been forced on a re-
entrant bend of the river, and, though ad-

up to the western bank and in positions
from which they could somewhat protect
the relief, made without unusual incident,
the 37th Division retirlng to the Thielt
area. It had lost about 1,600 men in casu-
alties, had eaptured 328 prisoners, and ad-
vanced a total distance. from the Lys to
east of the Scheldt, of approximately
4 kilometers, ail within the space of three
ays.

Although at the beginning of its opera-

manded by Maj. Gen. Willlam H. Johnston,

With the crest of Cruyshautem tidwe, the
highest point between the Lys and the
Scheldt, practieally cwred. the attack of |
November 1, arting #t 6:30 s.an., pro-;
ceeded rapidly. The enemiy was obviously |
withdrawing and using only machine guns
to cover his retreat t that
identifications of pizoners indivated that
he had on this front all or parts of flve
divisions: the COVIlth and XNXist Infan-
tey, the Hird dwehr, the Vith Dis
wmounted Cavaley and the Guuad 12
Divisions.

By 7 o'clork the 3rd Battalion of the
H&th iInfantry, pushing down the reve
slope: ad passed through the meanderin

Joining divisions were not across, they were |

tions on October 31 the 91st Division, com- .

@’s With Open Nights
Having regard to the special conditions
g - Spitanls hen, the hate
1d Artillery Brigade,

born In 1522, and under the walls of which
the army of the Duke of Marlborough and
Prince Eugene of Savoy gained
vietory over the French on July 11, 1708,

German batteries emplaced on the abrupt
and lofty heights east of the Scheldt, the
shells from which were already sphintering
the roofs of the city, and on
ments of the American forces came up to
the river on the flanks during the after-
noon,
were still operating in
¢ity and, though Hs outskirts were seized,
the main line of re
and established

meters helow Audenarde, on the night of
November 2-3,
a flank attack on the heights east of the
river on the following morning. aided hy
a strong demonstration from the troops in

reaching the west bank of the Scheldt,
had amounted to a total of 969 officers and
enlisted men. By taking Audenarde it had
carned the distinction of capturing the
largest clty, excepting Chateau-Thierry,
which was directly conquered by American
troops during the war, and it had restored
about 30 square kilometers of Belgian ter-
ritory to its rightful owners.

The two American divisions remained out
of line for only four or five days, when the
91st was reassigned, this time to the 36th
Army Corps, commanded by General Penet,
for operations on & front including its for-

a_ decisive

But these slopes were dominated by the

advanea ele-

Strong rear guards of the enemy

the streets of the

withdrawn
crest of Wort-

tanes

along the

chen; the second lay on the heights of | egem, about five kilometers west of Au- | Ner sector at Audenardq and also that
Waalem and Kieihook, about two and ufdenarde, with a line of observation well] Portion of the Hne‘extendmg north to the
half kilometers farther east: and the third | forward on the last crest overlooking the | SOuthern edge of Eyne. The 37th Diviclon
was the Jine of the Scheldt itself. town. was at the same time assigned to the

34th Corps, under General XNudant, and

the folowing night, reco iter- :
" t, reconnoiter plieed in the Syngem sector, lying along

General Johnston with twoe battalions of es endeavored to locate practi- -
the 36Znd Infantry in the front line on the er crossings within the division | (B¢ Scheldt from Heuvel, just north of
right. attacking along the southern edge | sector, it ol the permanent hridges had - TEWNe. to Asper, thus being just to the
of Spitands Bosschen: one battalion of the | been destroved, and ne erossing could be , 127t of its former sector. The 12th French
fth Infantry in the conter and one bat- | found The 415t and 125th  French Di- ‘liw]slon was between the 9ist and .lhc
in of the 363nd Tnfantry on the fef'.| visious, on the right and left, attempted to | 1t the 41st French Division to the right
- 362nd was supported in the  seeond - but failed.  As has alveady een |9 the 91st, south of Audenarde, and the
fine by the st while the two remaining | <een, the 3ith U8 Division, further down | 710 French Division to the left of the 37th,
battalions of the 363rd were in support| Stremm. was getling a few nen over Ny “"‘,’,(h of Asper.
behind its front line battalion. The bat- | muans of improvisd bridges during tiis | Lhe blans of the French Army in Bel-
on of the 383th in the- center wns fonight. On the mor ing 0f Novemher 2]8WmM contemplated a general _:nla(!k atong
fe only a holding attack on Spitaalsia battalion of the 6is nfantry, with its|1tS front to break the encmy’s resistance
sehen until one hour and 48 minutes| Machine Gun company, entered  Atnden- beyond the Scheldt and carry {he line for-
after the jemn off. in order to give the | arde. mopied up the town s od the | ¥Ard across the Intervening watershed to
CHlunk organizations tine to envelone the fapproaches 1o the  demolished  hridges | (e Dendre river, approximately 25 kilo-
woodland It bad within supporting Qis- | «nder machine gun five, meters east of the Scheldt, The country
tance henind it Lowever the division yeo . Owing te the difficulths of effecting a |10 D6 crossed was hilly and very densely
Ve, canxisting of the other two ha beidgehend at Audenarde. a plan was now populat(:d. with o great many farms and
talions of its own o giment, the $16th Kn- | conce for pass A regiment of In- STl villages.
gineers tless o comprniesy, and the 346th | fantry and a eomy of kngineers from The original intention of making the at-
Machine fiun battadion the 91st Division acioss the hridges of the | W0k only after a strong artillery prepara-
3ith Division st fiyne. some three kilo- | 100 Was abandoned, when it was learned

on November § that the enemy was atready
in disorderly retreat. Lute that afternoon
elements of the 12th and 4ist French Di-
visions. operating in the sector to which
the 01st U.8. Division was moving for-

This regiment was to make

hoits division, laid a screen| Audenarde and particularly by the fire of | WArd, had already gained the further river

of smoke shelis on the outskirts of thelmachine muns empiaced behind the rajl. | PANK and were advancing on the helghts
wood when the creeping barrage fell on the | road smbankment north of the city, {'n.|¢ASt 0f Audenarde. The 182nd Infantry
rest of the front, whils the commandsr +f] fortunatety, the regiment designated ar- | Brigade, embracing the 36%rd and 364th
each front Jine hattalion had at his dis-|rived at the 37th Division's bridges too Infantry Regiments, together with one reg-
posal one platoon of T3's for open-sight|late in the night to make the crossing | Ment of Fleld Artillery, was ordered to
=niping. under cover of darkness. The movemens | CTOS8 Immediately at /\ndeqarde and Eyne,
Promptly at the jump-off the enemy | Was postponed until the following night, | OVertake and relieve the Krench troops in

opened d ructively with artitlery all along
the front, supplemented by intense machine
gun fire from hidden positidbns in Spitaals
Bosschen, N S8, the §63rd Infan-
y. if slowly, on the left,
reled the northern
part of the wood and brought its extreme
flank within a few hundred meters of the
first objective, in liafsen with the 128th
French Division on its left,

The right of the 262nd could not make
mich progress hecause the {1st French Di-
vision was held up neny the = of liaison
between the divisions, at Steenbrugge, by

and then finally abandoned owing to the re-
ceipt of orders for the withdrawal of the
division,
ing
Audenarde and
hy side-slipping the left flank of the 41st
Fremeh Division
Divislon retiring to the area east of Vive
Rt

advance of 12 kilometers, in which it com-
pleted the mission originaily assigned of

front Hine and press the pursuit,
Virtually no opposition was encountered
for about cight kilometers, but after cover-

This withdrawal
N ing that distance some machine gun fire

night of the 1,
its vicinity

occurred dur-
the troops in
being relieved

the

intoe the sector, the 91st
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lof, on the Lys.
The casualties of the division during its

machine gun fire from the east. The left
of the 352nd, however. and the holding
battalion of the 36ith, eventually reinforced !
hy another battalion of the latter regiment |
and by 3Tmm. guns, worked skilfully !
through the woods, overcoming many ma-
chine gun nests in concealed and unex-
pected places, and had cleared the entire !
tract and was within a few hundred yards ;
of the flrst objective by nightfall.
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Upon the resumption of the attack on
the morning of November 1, the left ad-
vanced in the formations it had used on

the previous day, hut on the right the 3615t
Infantry, moved forward by the left flank
of the 362nd, passing the latter along the!
edge of Spitasls Bosschen and taking the
front line with the 362nd following in sup-
port. As had bheen the case in front of
the 37th Divisfon, the enrmy, his line of
resistance east of the Lys having heen
penetrated, had taken to retreat.

Epemy in Speedy Retreat

Throughout the morning the swift pur-
suit was almost unopposed. Early in the
afternoon the advance elements were de-
scending the long slopes  toward  the
Scheldt, while the windmills on the out-
skirts of Audenarde and the great tower
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of Saint Wathurga's secmed to beckon the
Americans forward to the deliverance of
the ancient Flemish city where Margaret
of Parma, regent of the Netherlands, was
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developed from the Roosebeke ridge, dae
east of Audenarde. In front of this ridge
the American troops had completed the
relief of the French by 16 p.m. on No-
vember 10, hawing crossed the river early
in the morning and having suffered thus
far only one casualty during the advance.

Windup at War's End

A bridge practicable for artillery having,

meantime, been laid at Audensrde by the
316th Engineers, another battalion of Ar-
tillery came up and the troops prepured to
attack the ridge In front at 10 a. m., No-
vember 11. Notice was received from the
corps at 8§ a.m., however, that hostilities
would cease at 11 s.an., and it was dl-
rected that the line be advanced only pro-
viding that opposition was not encoun-
tered. The termination of hostilities,
therefore, found the $ist Division close ap
In front of Roosebeke ridge on a line
from Boucle St. Blaise to Bonteveld.
- The 37th Division had a considerably
harder time in its final operations. WhenY
the order was received to push the ad-
vance, regardiess of artlilery preparation,
the two front-line regiments, the 146th and
the 147th Infantry, were moving forward
into the U-shaped bend of the Scheldt,
east of Syngem, to relicve the elements of
the 1ith and 12th French Divigions, which
were acheduled to make the initial ad-
vance across the river, as the 12th and
41st Divisions had done at Audenarde. The
37th Division, however. found uno bridges
laid and no attack developing, and as the
marshy bottomlands along the river were
under water, it was found hnpossible to
cross east of Syngem, especially as the
German artillery was placing a heavy fire
of 150-millimeter shell on the town and its
vielnity,

However,. at about 10 o'ciock on the
morning of the 10th, the 146th Infantry,
on the right, began crossing ut the re-
entrant bend of the river at Heuvel in
the adjoining divisional sect and by
mid-afternoon the entire regiment had
crossed and moved ecastward along the
right bank to the higher ground heyond,
taking possession of the villuges of Ned-
erzwalm and Hermelgem, strengthening
the front on that flank beyond the river.

Meantime, the French supporting artil-
lery laid a box barrage on the high ground
opposite the I17th Infantry, greatly re-
ducing the German fire and enabling the
Infantry by 2 o’clock in the afternoon to
get a foot bridge across cast of Asper.
The enemy's flre was still strang enocugh,
however, to prevent any considerable num-
ber of troops from crossing until nearly
7 o’clock, after darkness had fallen, when
the 2nd Battalion went over and was
Joined by the 1ist Battalion hefore mid-
night, on a line about 280 meters east of
the river.

At sbout midnight orders were recelved
from the 34th Corps for a general advance,
which was to begin at 10 am., November
11, ageinst the hills on which stand the
villages of Lacthem-8t. Marie and Meyle-
gem, assistance to he rendered on the left
to the troops of the 5th French Division
in effecting a erossing in  their sector.
Later, notification came that the armistice
would become effective at 11 o'clock, but
before that hour patrols had advanced
snme three kilometers, so that at 11 o’clock
they were well b nd the first ridges and
nearly to the division’s sccond objective,
holding  the hamlets of Zwartenbroek,
Dickele and Kerken, at distances about as
far east as the advance elements of the
91st Divisfon, further to the right, at the
same hour.

On Road to Brussels

As the divisions of the First American
Army had completely broken down the
line of the Mcuse at the time the armistice
came into effect, so the two American
divisions, isolated In far-away Belglum,
had at the same moment nullifled the linc
of the Scheldt, and their soldiers in olive
drab were moving steadily forward on
roads which led directly into Brussels, the
capital of Belgium, with nothing but the
slender ribbon of the Dendre River inter-
vening between them and their objective,

LITTLE ANDRE 0T
NO LETTERS; WHO
WOULON'T BOOHOO?

Moral: Leave Forwarding
. Address So Orphan Can
. Write You

When Company B, 1l§th Supply Traln.
applied to THE Stars AND STRIPES for an
orphan one year ago, the i1equest came for
a boy 'betwcen the ages of § and 12,
“bright, intclligent and full of pep and
Jazz, a typical youth of La Belle l*rance.'
They found him in little André Becker,
10 years of age.

André had lived with nis mother and
little sisters in Mézidres under Germun
rule for 2% months. Durlng that peried
they had no word from the father and hus-
band who was fighting for France. They
were permitted to puass through the lines
and come to unoccupled France, When
they arrived they learned that Becker had
long since been missing. The widow was
granted a small military allocation, and
added to this by sewing, earning ilitle
more than a franc a day.

And then André, who Jiked to play at
exciting  games, such am  foothall, was
selected under Tur STARS AND STRIPES
plan as mascot for Company B, 116th Sup-
ply Train. The lad corresponded often
with his parrains, thanking them from the
depths of his heart for the assistunce they
were giving hiz mother. Mme. Becker alao
wrote to thc Amerfeans. Last July the
plucky lHtile wllow wrote the soldler-
parrains of the patriotic demonstration In
honor of the Americans on July 4 in her
village. For months the little protégsé and
the godfathers corresponded regularly.

He Worked to Please Them

In time André came to regard his soi-
dier sponsors as fillifg to a great extent
the gap in his life caused by the death of
his father. The mother never failed to
mention the effect of the parrains’ interest.
Eventually everything the lad did was
with a view to pleasing his godfathers.
In school André did eoxcellent work, and
at home his conduct was beyond reproach.
He even gave up the rough and strenuous
games at the request of his mother and
helped amuse his little sisters instead.

And then one day one of André’s letters
to his godfathers was returned. IHe wrote
again, but without success. 'Then he per-
suaded his mother to help him. They vis-
ited THR StAxs AND STRIVE® Bureau of
the American Red Cross in Paris, and
there they were informed that the 1isth
Supply Traln _had sailed for home. Then
iittle André broke down and cried, and
would not be conseled He wanted to hear
from his godfathers, and still does.

It is safe to assume that eventually the
youngster will get in touch with his pare
raing again, judging from the histories of
other cases. Many units have returned to
the States without leaving a forwarding
address to which their mascots could write.
Once the shouting had died away at home
and the newly demobilized men had time
to think again, thelr thoughts wandered
hack to France and to the protégés who hagd-
brought them the luck which had carried
them safely through their experiences over
here. Thon they sat down and wrote and
promised to make amends for leaving their
mascots in the lurch.

WEEN YOU'RE TIDED CEEWING,'Stirt Eet Crisy

CRESCA

. SALTED ALMONDS:

CRESCA. ROASTED - AL%NDS
o

DALY xRt paper bags, for tho boye silfe, povker

AMERICAN BARBER SHOP

5 Edouard

VI Street

Opposite Y.M.C.A. Information Bureau

Manicure
Massage

American Chairs
Shoe Shine

Best Service - Most Reasonable Prices

Copyrtsht 1919 Fiart Scthiallne? & Mord

The style of the hour

It’s the waist:seam suit. The men

from overseas choose it every

time.

when they get back. And what the

returtiing fighters want seems ¢to be
what everyone else wants,

You see a double-breasted model
above; there are many variations to

suit every taste.

The merchant who sells our clothes
in your home town will have the

tions you want when yon get
Pack. He’s authorized to guarantee

your sstisfaction;

and to give your

maoney back if you aren’t aatisfied,

Hart Schaffner & Marx

Chicego .

U.S A

New York



